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$OSV  2WULS

(DWW 1Q . HY H[ YDORNP HPEHUI ULHQG RIHUUW Z KRP , G SDGGOHG RLMp WKH

$0SV D FRRH Rl WLPHV EHIRLRW LQ WRXFK DERXW DQ $08\ WKHXVXDO VXVSHFWV

RQO\ P\VHOI .HY DQ@.ON\ IULHQG RI.HY V WKURXJK SROR FRXOG PIRQH PWMB WKHLU

WZR RWKHU KDOYHV ZKR GULYH WKH VKXWWOBYGWPEDWKH ZHUH GXH WR JR WR

WDO\ EXW ZLWK OLON\ V RWKHUHKDOEHLQJ SUHIQDQW ZH RSWHG IRU WKH VKRUR/HU GULYH
WKH XVXDO GHVWLQDWLRQ RI %ULDQFRQ

6R RQ WKXUVGD\ HYHQLQJ:HY UROOHG XS DW P\ KRXVH ORDGHG WKH ERDIMAWWRVVHG
WKH FDUDRWV RI VSDFH DV ZH ZHUH VWD\LQJ LQ D FKBOPSLQR RV XHIHG DQG

GURYH WR OLON\V WR DGPLUH WKHLU VDGOWHVDMDWZDH DQG JHW D IHZ KRXUV NLS

$W DP ZH ZHUH XS DIDLQ DQG GULYLQJ WRZDHGRUWXQDWHO\ , VOHSW PRVW Rl WKH

ZD\ IRU D QLFH HDUO\ KRYHUFUDIW GHSDDUSILpI BQ WKH FUDIW UDWKHU VPDOOHU WKDQ
WKH XVXDO 6HDIUDQFH IHUU\ ZDV LQWHUHVWIQI\ BNMSBIFDR RYHUKHLIKW YHKLFOH LH
ERDWV RQ WKH URRI ,W ZDV D OLWWOH HDVLBKRRDUERYURZLQJ D ERDW IURP .HY

DQG KHQFH OHIW LW RQ .HY V FDU DQG OHIW K RIURRIERHRXUQH\ GRZQ

5DWKHU D ORW RI KRXUV ODWHU ZH DDODRIEVR BQG IRXQG WKH FKDOHW OLON\ KDG VRUWHG
RXW IRU XV D SOHDVDQW OLWWOH FKDOHWKBRMURFFWKHURHQWUH RI WKH YLOODJH WKDQ
\RX HQG XS RQ WKH FDPSVLWH DQG FRQVLGHUNRMGURHHDLH ELQV

2Q VDWXUGD\ ZH ZDUPHG XS ZLWK ~ WKH 2QGH  7KIF EDDRXS VWUHWFK LI \RX UH
VWD\LQJ LQ 9DOORXLVH  :H PHW D %ULWLVK BORMH.QWEKNROLYHV LQ $UIHQWLHUH D IHZ
NP GRZQ WKH URDG DQG KRRNV XS ZLWK UDQGRFSBIREBHAMRK ZKHQHYHU KH JHWV WKH
FKDQFH QLFHOLIH  7KHQ DIWHU LQVSHFWL@KWHHKEEG D UDWKHU QDVW\ ORRNLQJ
UDSLG RQ LW WKH ERWWRP KDOI FKDQJHV FR@RR.GHUDEB\WDU DQG ODVW \HDU KDG D
ORW RI GHEUL DQG PHWDO ZRUN LQ LW ZH GLGINMKHRQGRMJULHG RQ GRZQ WKH YURQGH
WR $UIJHQWLHUH ,Q WKH HYHQLQJ ZH ORRNHGDRIG SIMBMVURQ WKH 9DOORXLVH
FDPSVLWH EXW WKH\ ZHUHQ W WKHUH  WXUQVHRBIQWRMWIEEEQ WKH\ WXUQHG XS VR
WKH\ HQGHG XS FDPSHG DW $UJHQWLHUH ZKLFK BWZDQ&WBN D ELW RI D WKHIW
SUREOHP

2Q VXQGD\ ZH ZDUPHG XS ZLWK WKH %ULDQFRQ JRUJXBVR D SRSXODU VHFWLRQ ZLWK
SHRSOH DV D ZDUPXS UXQ VR WKHUH ZHUH D ORMHRIBURVEMUH H[SHFWLQJ D ORW RI
VZLPPHUV 6WLOO ZH OHIW WKHP EHKLQG DV WRBUZHUWKRXS DQG D IHZ Rl WKHP

ZHUHQ W WRR LPSUHVVHG WR VHH PH DQG OLONYNYL@BBOGISDWFK RI WUHHV DW WKH
JHWLQ ZKLFK LV LQ %ULDQFRQ WRZQ DV D WRNZHIWZIAKRY WH KLIK IDVW DQG IXQ :H
JRW RXW DERYH WKH ZHLU LQ WRZQ DQG VWRRGSRFWELITI W RI FDUQDJH IURP WKH
JURXS ZH G PHW DW WKH JHWLQ DQG PD\EH WKHGBRMBKIPDIZD\ GRZQ WKH ULYHU DW

WKH JHWRXW KDV ZDOOV HLWKHU VLGH ZLWK RQRSRRQWRAKNDOO\ JHWZRWK RQH

VPDOO EUHDN LQ WKH ZDOO ZLWK D VPDOO BHDRKBIUEIL G IURP ZKHUH ZH SDUN WKH
FDUV VR ZKLOVW \RX FDQ VHH ZKDW V JRLQJ RY GX BDRW WR KHOS 2QH JURXS FDPH
WKURXJK DQG WRRN WKH LQWHUHVWLQJ OLQHHINK PRGIKLWEHDEVHU RQH R WKHLU

JURXS VSHQW D YHU\ ORQJ WLPH SOD\LQJ LQRRH RXW KI5 PDQDJIHG WR UROO XS DIWHU D
IHZ DWWHPSWV ORRNLQJ VKDWRMHIURES ZH G VHHQ DW WKH JHWLQ QHYHU FIFPH WKURX
GHVSLWH ZDLWLQJ D ORQJ WLPH (RYB@ERYH SDVW ZLWK WKH LQIRUPDWLRQ WKDW WKH\ G



OHIW ODUWLQ DQG $QG\ WR GR WKH VKRSSLQJ WKIQBEKHQ BBH\ JRW EDFN WKH\
ZRQGHUHG LI WKH\ G EHHQ GULQNLQJ SDLQWVWIQGSEMLNNBXUWLQ ZDV KDYLQJ D JRRG
KROLGD\

7KHQ ZH PRYHG RQ WR WKH &ODUHH ZKLFK ZDVIBRERIBWEO DQG DGELOK V

FDYHUQ ZKHUH OLON\V IULHQG 6LQN\ GLVORFBRKQO®HY @DVW \HDU WKLV \HDU KH V
JHWWLQJ PDUULHG DQG ZDVQ W DOORZHG RXQIRURVSQIDWEO\ WKH VKDUS URFNV SXW D
KROH LQ .HY V &UHHN WASLFDO 3\UDQKD SODVWWMWVE®GBLINLYKHG WKH UXQ ILQH LW FOHDUO\
ZDVQ W JRRG IRU PXFK PRUH 6R OLPLWHG WHRD JUFROR8 DQG , GLG WKH 2QGH DJDLQ

7KH FKDOHW ZDV MXVW D VKRUW ZDON IURP WKH* GRS M/KKDPH DERXW WKH VWHSV

ZH KDG WR FOLPE XS ZLWK ERDWV WKRXJK ~ OLORDGUENPHG D UHDO REVHVVLRQ ZLWK
GU\NLW GU\LQJ LW RXW DW HYHU\ RSSRUWXQDWA GHIERWWHWY Rl ZHWVXLW VKRUWV

HWF

2Q ORQGD\ .HY ZHQW WR $UJHQWLHUH DQG RQWR [REWKRERLQJ ZKLOVW OLON\DQG ,
GLG WKH2QGH 7KHQ ZH DWWHPSWHG WR JR IRREXKRSSMPEUQHG RXW WR EH D EDQN
KROLGD\ DQG WKH VKRSV VKXW MXVW DV ZH JRWWIKBDBA .KHUHWXUQHG ZLWK D UHG
VKLQ\'DJJHU RPDG ,QVWUXFWLRQV VDLG WR WDNH LW RXDAQWEQOGRDEWLVH
HILWWLQJ WKH ERDW ZLWK D IULHQG WR KHOSH @R WHHQEBVHG DV VKDOORZ ZDWHU ZHOO
LW ZDV D JUDGH ,,, RQO\ PLQXWHV XS WKH URZ&LBREH FRXOG ZDON EDFN WR WKH
FKDOHW DQG OLON\ RIIHUHUHG WR SXVK .HY LRHEX@GLRSWHG RXW Rl GRLQJ WKH ULYHU
\HW DJDLQ VR, ZHQW ZLWK .HY OLON\ZDV EXVQMRAIDLQLQJ IRU VRPH ,URQ 0DQ
FRPSHWLWLRQ :HV ZDV DOVR MRJJILQJ EXW FODIFRIGE WBVEKHU VORZHU DQG GLGQ W JR
ZLWK KLP  7KHQ .HY KDG SOHQW\ RI FRQILGHQRPHAERDXV VR KH DQG OLON\ GLG WKH

U ZKLFK , VWLOO ZDVQ W VXUH DERXW VR , VKRMYWIDEDY D EET DV ZH VHHPHG WR

KDYH ORWV RI IRRG OHIW GHVSLWH QRW KDYLQDEHWBNKRSSHPHG WR EH VRPH

IDILQJ JRLQJ RQ ZLWK OLIKWLQJ WKH EET EXUHVBLEGYRDYHG

RQ WXHVGD\ ZH VWDUWHG ZLWK WKH ORZHU *XL, WINPHZEHBKG EHLQJ RQH Rl WKH

PRUH FKDOOHQJLQJ UXQV IURP SUHYRLXV \HDUVDQRHIFRGHWR OHDG DV LW LV DOO WRR
HDV\ WR WDNH DQ HGG\ DQG ZDYH .HY SDVW ERMWLMHOBHPH WR LPSURYH , FRXOG
MXGJH KRZ VHULRXV WKH VHFWLRQ FRPLQJ XS ZIKRRA KRB0\ .HY ZDV IROORZLQJ PH
GRZQ ,W ZDV DW D JUHDW OHYHO VKDPH DERXWIVBSHDWHVKH JHWRXW , VHOHFWHG |
ZDV D OLWWOH PRUH FDUHIXO LQ P\ VHOHFWNRPWERZIH[H PRYHG RQ WR SLFQLF E\
WKH &ODUHH H[FHSW IRU OLON\ ZKR ZHQW YLD OF'WKHIRGLG WKH &ODUHH DQG WKH
%ULDQFRQ JRUJH DQG WKHQ JRW RQ WKH *\U SEORUWKMADWY WKH RQO\ULYHU , G

HYHU VZXP RQ LQ WKHQFK $0SV DQG ZKHQ , ZHQW RYHU QHDU WKHIRR® H@EEXW KLW
URFNV WKHQ ZHQW WKURXJK D VWRSSHU WKHPINGBRMHEX/RPH URFNV DQG ,

EDOHG  6ZDP SDVW OLON\ ZKR ZDV VWLOO XQFOKSBZQIGHVEXW .HY FDXJKW DQG

HGG\ VWXFN WKH SDGGOH RXW LQ WKH ZDWHB HIQBWZRQHGG\ EHKLQG KLP  7KH

ERDW SLQQHG MXVW URXQG WKH FRUQHU DQGKZRY DEOS$ WRH EDQN RQ D URSH RQFH
XS WKHUH V D JRRG IRRWSDWK DQG LWNPRBEEWR WKH JHWRXW 0\ QDVW\ FKHDS
DLQVZRUWK SDGGOHV ZKLFK , NHHS WKLQNLQJ RDVKEGDE.RQ D JUDYHO EDQN IXUWKHU
GRZQ DQG .HY ZDV DEOH WR OREE WKHP RQWR WNHHEDEKLQNLQJ , VKRXOG UHSODFH WKH
SDGGOHV DQG JHW VRPH VSOLWV EXW VRPHKRZJRXQGIWRIW $W WKH HQG .HY DQG
OLON\ NHSW WHOOLQJ PH KRZ , G GRQH ELWV RIDWERHKIMRKZHUH PXFK KDUGHU ~ 6WLOO
WKH EUXLVHV , HQGHG XS ZLWK RQ P\ OHJV ZHUPSSLHIVIXH



2Q ZHGQHVGD\ ZH GLG RXU DQQXDO WULS WR WERMEDKY BLQ GULYH IURP

9DOORXLVH WR GR WKH UDFHFRXUVH VHFWLRQWHD CHIMHG ZDV JRRG , WRRN D UROO LQ D
VWRSSHU LQ WKH ILUVW PDMRU UDSLG DQG GRMWGBEGEW RIZDUH WKDW LQ D JURXS RI

RQ D ODUJH YROXPH ULYHU WKH FKDQFHV RI VARPPDYQJOROR.QJ NLW ZHUH LQFUHDVHG

7KH 8ED\H KDG SOHQWA RI ODUJH KROHV WKDW KIRKOEDOMWHG WR VZLP WKURXJK  %XW

LW ZDV D JRRG IXQ UXQ WKH JRUJH VHFWLRQ VLK ENHQEXDOO\ IODW ZDV ERLO\  DIWHU
OXQFK DQG D VXQEDWKH E\ D VPDOO ODNH ZH ZMQYWBRHUXFWLRQ DIDLQ WKHUH DUHQ W
DQ\ RWKHU JRRG RSWLRQV LQ WKDW DUHD QDXSMRMIMGZB VLGH FUHHN ZKLFK LV JUDGH
EXW ZH PHW VRPHRQH DW WKH &ODUHH ZKR G GROAV KIAL BPIG)J WKDW FUHHN WKH
SUHYLRXV ZHHN DQG ILJIXUHG LW SUREDEO\ ZD\RSWIRIRRGD JURXS RI DV ZH G QHHG

WR VHW XS SURWHFWLRQ , UHIDLQHG FRQILGXRFHYBINGD FRPSOHWLQJ WKH ILUVW
PDMRU UDSLG XSULJKW VR WRRN WKH OHDG DQB®WKHQ XRGQWHQWLRQDO SOD\ LQ D KROH
QHDU WKH HQG )RUWXQDWHO\ RQ P\ VHFRQG URTZBOIRX@CRI LW 6WLOO OLON\ ZDQWHG
WR UXQ WKH ULYHU D WKLUG WLPH EXW , IHGYWKABPGIKUWPE OXFN\ IRU WKH ULYHU UDWKHU
WKDQ IRUPH DQG .HY ZDVQ W NHHQ VR ZH ZHQEDRMXE\ D ODUJHU ODNH RQ WKH ZD\
EDFN WRZDUGV *XLOOHVWUH DQG WKHQ LQWR SLQOHVWLHY HRU VDWLVILHG KH V GRQH
HQRXJK SDGGOLQJ OLON\ LQVLVWHG RQ LQVSHEWILQMWEKLHH ZDV KLIK DQG JUH\ DQG
WKH OHWWHUER[ VHFWLRQ KDG DERXW QDV\@ VWRBSHIKLUOSRRO RQ WKH IDU VLGH

LH LPSRVVLEOH WR LQVSHFW DQG QR JHWRXWRXDG PRSI LH LI, ZDV RQ WKH ZURQJ
OLQH, G EH PDNLQJ D PHVV RI WKH HQWLUH UBSDG URKHUV LQ WKH $OSV ULVH GXULQJ WKH
GD\ DV WKH VXQ PHOWV WKH VQRZ PD\EH LW ZRXOG GURS

WKXUVGD\ LV PDUNHW GD\ LQ 9DOORXLVH VR ZHZHQW WKRFRUQLQJ :HV LV YHU\

NHHQ RQ EX\LQJ IOHHFHV DQG DOVR RQ EX\LQJ KH8@H BORWHU IULHQGV NLGV 8VXDOO\
, UHVWUDLQ IURP EX\LQJ DQ\WKLQJ EXW :HV HQWENXMEDWPKLQJ DQG , ERXJKW D FRXSOH

RI IOHHFHV

7KHQ ZH GURYH EDFN WR WKH *XLO .HY DQG , KDQRRSYR VHH DQ\RQH HOVH RQ LW DV
WKDW ZRXOG FRQYLQFH XV WKDW LW ZDVQ W DKBQH REVW 8QGGOHUV RQ LW EXW WKH
PLQLEXV DW WKH WRS KDG WKHORIBH , ND\DNLQJ FRPSDQ\ UXQ E\ 6LPRQ :HVWJIDUWK

ZKLFK VHOOV YLGHRV RI SHRSOH SDGG@OQUARNN PRUWDOV ZRXOG QHYHU WRXFK ~ 1RW
D VXUH VLJQ WKDW WKH ULYHU ZDV D VDIH RSWIXR® VFIRMEWLEJ IRU VXLWDEOH JHWRXWV
\RX FDQ VHH WKH ULYHU IURP WKH URDG EX\KH\ERW\MRPAR| D FOLII DQG WKHUH DUHQ W
WKDW PDQ\ SODFHV WR JHW RXW ZH ORRNHG IRUOMBIN\JIDZLW DOPRVW VXEPHUJHG
UHDGLQJ PJUDGH 9 DFFRUGLQJ WR WKH JXLGHERRN EXVOGMGGRZWHRW RQ DQG ,

JRW RIl EHIRUH WKH 6WDLUFDVH XVXDOO\ RQHURIDSDER DV 6WDLUFDVH ORRNHG ORQJ
FRQWLQXRXV DQG XQIRUJLYLQJ .HY DQG OLON\ FEREVHGIRQYHU GLGQ W OHW XS GRZQ WR
ZKHUH HWWHUER[ XVHG WR EH ZKLFK LV ZKHUH , G VHHRUWIRAVWRSSHUV WKH SUHYLRXV
HYHQLQJ )RUWXQDWHO\ DW WKDW SRLQW WKH\FRXS BQRMKHHEDWHU ZKR KDG KDG D
VZLPPHU DW /HWWHUER[ ZKR IRUWXQDWHO\ FDPHIRXMIMKZ\FXWY DQG EUXLVHV OLON\
WRRN D UROO DURXQG /HWWHUER[ EHWZHHQ WKW PEXWWRERYHUHG KLV OLQH ILQH
ZDV JODG WKH\ ZHUH DEOH WR SDGGOH LQ D OPLWHKEXWRRFSQHHGLQJ WR JHW EDFN RQ DV
WKHUH ZDV QRZKHUH VXLWDEOH WR ODXQFK EDRNKRXIWNRWIKH UHVW Rl WKH ULYHU
ZRXOG EHRN XVXDOO\ WKH ODVW VWUHWFBQS DAXE.GQ W ORRN WKDW VHULRXV IURP WKH
URDG RZHYHU LW ZDV D JRRG JUDGH 9 OLON\ ORYHG LYDBQGDBYWR EH RIl LW DQG

DOVR JODG WKDW , KDGQ W JRW EDFN RQ

,Q WKH HYHQLQJ ZH KDG DQRWKHU TXLFN EOD\AQ GRZDMWKBEGQ W GRQH PXFK

SDGGOLQJ WKDW GD\ EXW WKH RWKHUV ZHUH ®RRBQMVKHGMPRFK PRUH



2Q IULGD\ ZH KDG DQRWKHU UXQ GRZQ WKH ORZHIROQRDIGE E\ WKH &ODUHH WKHQ WKH
%ULDQFRQ JRUJH DOO RI ZKLFK KDG GURSSHG VSHFWHRA WWKH JUDDERYH WKH

JRUJH KDOI H[SHFWLQJ WR VHH WKH *HQH FUHDQEMUHIQ ZHQW LQWR %ULDQFRQ IRU
FUHSHV

2Q VDWXUGD\ ZH SDFNHG XS HDUO\ ZDLWHG IRHWHRZEKIIBIU\ WR WXUQ XS WR UHDG
WKH HOHFWULFLW\ PHWHU WHOO XV ZKDW D ZHBIVZPNYUBIQG WD\ FRRO KDOI D ELOOLRQ
WLPHV DQG WKHQ VHW RII WR GR WKH*U , VWXFR WKP®LGGOH RI WKH JURXS WLOO ,
DFFLGHQWDOO\ FDXJKW D ODUJH HGG\ DQG JRWMIKHVWEHWHUQSE QDUURZ DQG WZLVWA ZLWK
IHZ VXLWDEOH HGGLHV IRU VWRSSLQJ DQG ZDMMRR ZDPDRI WKH ULVNV RI SLQQLQJ RU
VZLPPLQJ WR SXVK P\ ZD\ RXW Rl WKH HGG\ VR JRRGREVONHG EXW OLON\ DQG .HY ZHUH
ZDLWLQJ URXQG WKH FRUQHU DQG SHUVXDGHGPHIMIR JKMVEVLPH |, ILQLVKHG WKH
ULYHU XSULJKW  7KHQ ZH KDG D ODVW EODVWBRZRLWEEIIDRELG RXU VKRSSLQJ LQ
%ULDQFRQ DQG VWDUWHG WKH ORQJ GULYH KRRHOHDEEIAN, ZDNVK KLV HOHFWURQLF
JDGJIHW ZLWK WKH URXWH SURJUDPPHG LQ EXW GPRUBHB/\ERHQ KH WKRXJKW LW ZDV
ZURQJ VR ZH HQGHG XS LQ WKH FHQWUH RI ARQ DWRIOWX®ZDV D PLVWDNH IDLUO\ HDVLO\
UHYHUVHG

$URXQG 'LMRQ ZH VWRSSHG DW D WUDYHORGJBW\SRBOBERD\ VHUYLFHV EXW
VXUSULVLQJO\ TXLHW 7R VDYH FDVK , KDG WKHPERWBKSEA.Q .HY DQG :HV V URRP

ZKLFK WXUQHG RXW WR EH D FRV\ OLWWOH FDBRBIBIBKRRRW IURP XQGHU WKH PDLQ EHG
7KH URRP ZDV VSDFLRXV HQRXJK EXW HYHU\ WLBRYHRQQWKH EHG , KLW WKH SDUWLWLRQ
ZDOOV ZLWK D FOXQN VWLOO LW ZDV YDVWER SIOHHSIDEDH) WKH FDU  SLWFKLQJ D WHQW
DW PLGQLJKW DW PRWRUZD\ VHUYLFHV DV ZH RIMHHZDSRIFQY RQ $OSV WULSV :H KDG

DQ HQVXLWH EDWKURRP ZLWK SOHQW\ RI KRW ZD@HHWL GKIHBLERWRUZD\ VHUYLFHV ZDV
VXUSULVLQJO\ JRRG WKRXJK WKH VHUYLFH OHIGHYOBMBAIRES EUHDNIDVW ZDV D GHFHQW
EXIIHW VWAOH VHOHFWLRQ ZLWK UROOV ZKLFKYFRXBGIQEDFRDIHUHG IRU OXQFK

‘H PDGH LW EDFN WR &DODLV ZLWK KRXUV WR XSIRIWVEX@DWHO\ EHLQJ WKH VXQGD\ DW
WKH HQG RI KDOIWHUP ZH FRXOGQ W JHW RQ DIRWDILEL HUMFHU IDLOLQJ WR ILQG DQ RSHQ
VXSHUPDUNHW SP RQ D VXQGD\ DQG QRW ZDQNQ QUAMRLIMR/RPH KRUUHQGRXV EHHU
DQG ZLQH ZDUHKRXVH ZH HQGHG XS SDUNLQJ DIMQBKKEEIMVKLQJ UHDGLQJ IRU ZKLOH

)LQDOO\ WKH VWUHWFK IURP 'RYHU DOZD\V VH#PYRWRYMD ZH PDGH LW EDFN WR
+LWFKLQ ZKHUH .HY DQG :HV GURSSHG PH RIl EDIRUWRQJ RXW ZHW NLW DQ HDUO\ QLIKW
IXQQLO\ HQRXJK WKH SRRO VHVVLRQ GLGQ W WHESRRPMR ZRUN

&KHHUV WR .HY DQG :HV IRU WKH OLIW DQG D YHM@RRKDS WR .HY IRU WKH UHVFXH RQ
WKH *\U WR OLON\ IRU VRUWLQJ RXW WKH FKDERWNZBURKQGHU KHDG PRUH WKDQ
FDPSLQJ ZRXOG KDYH EXW KDG WKH PDMRU EHQBILGAM BOIGIKRW ZDWHU WR ZDVK XS
ZKLOVW VWLOO EHLQJ LQ 9DOORXLVH YLOODUNHZ KDRIGAMB B DQG *HUU\ IRU VKXWWOLQJ
WKH\ KDYH WKH SHUIHFWHG WKH DUW QRZ GHENERRNVVRRH RXW DV VRRQ DV ZH SDUN
XS DQ\ZKHUH ZKLOVW ZH ZDQGHU RIl WR LQVSHRW WM EKYQIHG 1Dl JHQHUDOO\

$QG WR .HY IRU ORDQV RINLW D ERDW WR OREWRVIKHU ELWV RI NLW WR OLON\ DQG D FDJ
WR PH DIWHU , VSOLW P\ QHFNVHDO

LWK PRVW RI WKH XVXDO VXVSHFWYV IRU $OSVHUDRERXWWHR RU UHFHQWO\ KDYLQJ
VSURJJHG OLON\FODLPV KH V FRPLQJ DJDLQ LQXWMRLBJV PD\ EH GLIIHUHQW RQFH



VSURJWXUQV XS , KRSH VRPH QHZ IDFHV ZLOQJHE MR YHW DVLGH VRPH OHDYH IRU
QH[W\HDU -XVW WKLQN DERXW SDLQ DX FKRFERIENQBA ZIPWHU OHYHOV JRRG ZHDWKHU
ORWYV RI GD\OLJKW WR ILW ORWYV RI ULYHUV RQLYKHURDQO\ Q

:K\FDQ W, JHW D MRE LQ $UJHQWLHUH "

5RV

External Publicity Officer Report

I've been asked to keep you all up-to-date with what bgen doing in my role as
External Publicity Officer over the past few monthshere goes...

Added dates of socials, trips etc onto website calenddh&s any potential
new members who visit the site can see what an adtibewe are).

Updated club leaflet and distributed into local libraries.

Produced new colour advert for club and stuck it up in Ispatts shops
(those that would let me!), leisure centres, swimmindgpand on community
boards in local supermarkets.

Placed advert at Viking Canoe Club, offering them thenck to come to our
pool sessions to practise rolling etc.

Produced variety of posters advertising club, which have &teek up at
North Herts College and University of Hertfordshire oand attract some
local students.

Sent details to local papers, advertising the fact tet Will be assessing for
BCU Star Tests on Sat "1 duly at Cardington and that people can come and
learn/practise the skills at our pool sessions be&oreh

Organised publicity display for Letchworth Fun-day on 3aduly.

Wrote to manager of North Herts Leisure Centre, to ieaquhy they had
taken down our publicity board and thrown it away, and why thould not
let us have another one on which to advertise the dhatiowing this, |
received a reply, apologising for the loss of our aagjboard and offering us
a new one in the corridor leading to the changing rooms.

If anyone knows of a good place to advertise the club anddwike an
advert/poster/leaflets to stick up there, please feekdréat me know and I'll let
you have some.

-  Fee.



An unexpected side effect of polo boats......

Wed like to add a new section to the BAD News rega rding bite size bits of
info about club members past and present. If anyon e has any news from old
members living near or far that they think others w ould be interested in

please let the Committee know so we can add it to t his section.

We seem to be having rather a productive 2004 for t he club!

Congratulations from everyone to the following coup les.

Rob and Deb Clough on the arrival of Emily Megan ClI ough in March

Mark and Deborah Sheldrick (now living in Canada) o n the arrival of Robert
Fraser Sheldrick in March

Al and Simone Green on the arrival of Matilda Green in April
Jon and Janine Paterson on the arrival of Madeleine Paterson in April
Cathy and Matt Thewlis on the arrival of Amy Rebecc a Thewlis in April

Sally and Pete Nixon (all the way over in Switzerla  nd) on the arrival of
Aimée Rebecca Nixon in June

And anyone else that we might  've missed.

We're also looking forward to more little ones this year from Fee & Bri
McCusker, Clare & Nick Cahm, and Mike Jones and Lyn D'Sousa.

Anyone else got anything they want to tell us???
Those that remember Nina Gane will be pleased to he ar that she'll be back

from Thailand in August for a break, and a drunken surfing trip is planned
for then so get hold of Roz Bailey if you're intere  sted.



S|a|0m Report by Terry Griffiths

After an upsurge in interest last year, Slalom seerbs ®bit quiet in the club at the
moment. To my knowledge, only 3 members have competé&d sas year.
Their results are as follows:

Nene 13" June

Dave Ling 8 Div 3 K1 Men
Terry Griffiths ' Veteran

Nene 1% June

Dave Ling 1% Div 3 K1 Men
Terry Griffiths 2nd Veteran
Cardington 26" June

Dave Ling ' Div 3 K1 Men
Andy Stewardson  1Div 3 K1 Men
Terry Griffiths ' Veteran
Cardington 27" June

Dave Ling 1% Div 3 K1 Men
Terry Griffiths ' Veteran

It should be noted that Dave is still competing in hisd8ter’, some of his results are
therefore quite impressive.

Hopefully a few more members will dust off their bola¢$ore the end of the season,
perhaps in time for the Inter-Club event?

P.S  %%Sunday of the month is Slalom night in the pool, anyaTeput the gates
up if | am not there.
If you are not sure how, ask a committee member fastasse.



Fee and Bri's housewarming

Fee and Bri have moved (to a big house with lots of space for babies.....) and
had a massive 80 people (some of them quite little people!) to their
housewarming.

We had a great time winding up small kids who were sufficiently foolish to
leave ice lollies unattended on the drinks table in the conservatory, and
playing with the ‘Bop it’ toy Rob the plane driver brought along. And of
course, eating vodka jelly babies.

The following morning, we dragged ourselves to the boat house for a :

/| RFDOSDGGOH) + HWRUGE\ &UDLJ D\ORU

7KH WULSWUWHG RQHMRB RQFH, Z DV WROG WKDW LVQXBXDO IRU D

WULS RQ B@GD\ PRUQLQJbr any day of the week for that matter] WR VWDUW

RQ WLPH YSHFLDOO\ DV WKHUH zZDV D KRXVH ZDUPLQJ SDUW\ WKH QLJKW
EHIRUH :H ILUVW VWDUWHG SDGGOLQHABQWEKHIVLYHU /HD DQG RQ WKH

ULYHU WKHUH zZDV D VPDOO ZHLU ZKLFK GURSSHE BERXIWKDGSDUWYV

WR LW 7KH ILUVW SDUW GURSSHG BER)YQG WK SDUW D IRRWQ2

WKH ULYHU , IRXQG WHQQLYV EDOOV DQG D SLQJSRQJ EDOO ZKLFK zDV JUHDW
IXQ WR WKURZ DURXQG DW RWKHU SHRSOH 7KHUH ZDV DQRWKHU WHQQLV EDOC
EXW , FRXOG QRW UHDFK LW :H WKHQ PRYHG RQ WR D FDQDO ZKLFK KDG ORWV
RIELJ ILVK LQ LW

Rob the plane driver wasn't looking too happy, especially when vodka jelly
babies were mentioned.

For those who don’t know Craig, look for the person with the novel boat
emptying-technique at the pool which involves wearing the boat as a hat....



$)LVK\ 7DOH

7KH\ D@ D\V VD\ WKH EHVWDODE SOD® JR WR ZDVWH/R ZK\ , HYHQ

ERWKHW EH\RQG PH ,w DOO VWDUWHG WKH GDMHEHAIDYV OLNH D FKLOG

DOO RYHU DJDL@ NH , HYHU JUHZSX DOO P\ EDJV ZHUH SDFNHG

KDG ILQDOO\ PDQDJHG WR JHW D KDOI GD\ Rll ZRUN ,W VKRXOG KDYH JRQH
VRPHWKLQJ OLNH WKLV ILQLVK ZRUN DWUV IROORZHG E\ D XLFN

NRXUQH\ KRPH RQ SXEOLF WUDQVSRUW ORDG WKH FDU DQG JUDE VRPH IRRG
DQG KLW WKH URDG IRU WKH IRXU KRXU GULYH WBOHAX/®X : DW

WKH ODWHVMUI$YLQJ DW WKH FDPSVLWH EHIRUH ODVW RUGHUV DW WKH SXE
IROORZHG E\ D ZHHNHQG RI WRS QRWFK VXUILQJ FDWFKLQJ DOO WKRVH ELJ
JQDUO\ ZDYHV ULGLQJ WKHP RXW ZKLOH SXWWLQJ WKH ZKROH VXUILQJ
FRPPXQLW\ WR VKDPH

‘HOO ZKDW KDSSHQHG ZDV«

, 1lOD@\P DQDHG VR VQHDNRXW RI ZRIN DW  DIWHURPS OHWLQJ P\

PDQDJHUY ODVW UHIVW DQG VLGH VWHSSLPDK , VSULQWHG RXW WKH GRRU
EHIRUH KH FRXOG VB\ XVW EHIRUH \RX OHDIYFRXOG \RXXWW<« -XVW DV

WKLQJV DUH ORRNLQJ XS ZHOO \RX FDQ DOZD\V UHO\ RQ®R®I SXEOLF
WUDQVSRUW V\VWHP WR IDLO \RX ZKHQ \RX OHDVW QHREKDMWWRKBXOG

KDYH EHHQ D TXLFN MRXUQH\ KRPH EHFDPH WKH MRXUQH\ IURP KBQQLW
WKDW RQ KRW GD\V VRPH ZRPHQ OLNH WR HPSW\ D ERWWOH RI FKHDS SHUIXPH
RYHU WKHPVHOYHV DQG KDQJ DURXQG LQ KRW WXEHKMUIH\GWEIIHFW RI

ZKLFK LV WKDW DOO RI ZKDW OLWWOH RNIHQDMBEE DLU LV VXFNHG RXW RI
H[LVWHQFH DQG UHSODFHG E\ D JDV WKDW FDQ RQO\ EH FRPSDUHG WR K\GURIOXRULF
DFLG $\ZD\, GLJUHVV

0 RYLQJ RQ , ORDG WKH FDU DQG GHFLGH WR VNLS WKH IRRG , FRXOG ODVW DQRWKHU
IRXU KRXUV ZLWKRXW IRRG 6R , KLW WKH URDGW¥R KRXUV EHKLQG

VFKHGXOH 6R RQ JRHV WKH FDU VWHUHR D OLWWOH PHWDO WR KHOS PH XQZLQG ,
VKRXOG KDYH FKRVHQ WKH WUDIILF UHBBRXIWHM XS WKH VOLS URDG RQ WR WKH

0 RQO\WR KDYH WR KLW WKH EUHDNYV DV , VHH WKDW WKH FRXQWULHV PRVW
H[SHQVLYH SUDFWLFDO MRNH LV DW D WRWDO VWDQG VWLOO :K\ GRQTW WKH\ SXW VRF
NLQG RI HVFDSH URXWH LQ VR WKDW LI WKH URDG LV JULG ORFNHG \RX FDQ MXVW VOLS
RIl WKH VOLS URDG DQG ILQG DQRWKHU URXWH" $Q\ZD\ FORVH WR HLIKW KRXUV
ODWHU LQ WKH SRXULQJ UDLQ ZLWK QR SXE ZHOFRPH , HUHFW P\ WHQW DQG FUDZO
LQVLGH P\ VOHHSLQJ EDJ DQG FDWFK VRPH VOHHS

1 H[W PRUQLQJ , ZDNH WR ILQG D YHU\ EXV\ FDPSVLWH D YDVW LPSURYHPHQW LQ

WKH ZHDWKHU DQG D JURXS RI VWUDQJH SHRSOH ZHOO WKH\ ZHUH VWLOO LQ EHG DW
EXW WKH\ MRLQHG PH ODWHU 6R DIWHU VRPH EULHI LQWURGXFWLRQV DQG

EUHDNIDVW ZH VWDUWHG WR FRQWHPSODWH WKH GD\TV DFWLYLWLHV 6XUILQJ DQG IRF

VHHPHG WR EH WKH PDLQ RSWLHRIXLQJ MXVW HDWHQ D TXLFN SDGGOH ZDV WKH

ILUVW FKRLFH

, WRRN D TXLFN ORRN DW WKH VXUI 6R PXFK IRU P\ ELJ JQDUO\ ZDYHV WKHUH
ZDV D JRRG DPRXQW EXW QRQH RI WKRVH IRRWHUV , ZDV ORRNLQJ IRUZDUG
WR 4RZHYHU DV WKLV ZDV P\ ILUVW VXUl WULS DQG DOVR P\ ILUVW WLPH RQ PRYLQJ
ZDWHU LW ZDV SUREDEO\ IRU WKH EXW\WQRERG\ KDG WROG PH WKDW ZKHQ \RX



DUH VWDQGLQJ VRPH PHWHUV DZD\ RQ D ODUJH SHEEOH EDQN ORRNLQJ DW WKH
VXUl LW ORRNV PXFK VPDOOHU WKDQ ZKHQ \RX DUH VLWWLQJ LQ D ERDW IDFLQJ LW

6R PH EHLQJ WKH RYHU DPELWLRXV IRRO WKDW , DP SDGGOH VWUDLJKW RXW WR WKH
ELJJHVW ZDYHV , FDWFK WKH ILUVW RQH D WUHDW RQO\ WR EH SURPSWO\ GXPSHG
5DWKHU XQFHUHPRQLRXVO\ , WKRXJKW 1RZ FRPHV WKH ILUVW RI ZKDW ZDV WR EH
PDQ\ VZLPPLQJ OHVVRQV P\ UROOLQJ LV VNHWFK\ DW EHVW RQ IODW ZDWHU QRW D
KRSH LQ KHOO RQ WKLV VWXIlI 6R EDLO LW LV WKHQ IROORZHG E\ D UHDVRQDEOH VZLP
EDFN LQ 7KH QH[W UXQ ZDV MXVW LQ WKH VRXS QRWLFH WKH VXGGHQ ODFN RI
DPELWLRQ KRZHYHU WKH VZLPPLQJ EHFDPH VRPHWKLQJ RI D UHJXODU

RFFXUUHQFH , NLQG RI ORVW FRXQW RI KRZ PDQ\ WLPHV , GLG KDYH WR VZLP

, ZDV KDYLQJ D ZKDOH RI D WLPHYHU\RQH ZDV PRVW KHOSIXO ZLWK DGYLFH
DQG WLSV RQ KRZ WR UHDG WKH ZDYHV DQG FDWFK WKH SHUIHFW ZDYH VKDPH
WKHUH ZHUHQYW DQ\ , KDG ILQDOO\ VWDUWHG WR ULGH VRPH ZDYHV LQ ZLWK EHLQJ
GXPSHG $IWHU D IHZ KRXUV RXW RQ WKH ZDWHU IRRG ZDV EHFRPLQJ D GHILQLWH
RSWLRQ

‘H WRRN D WULS LQWR aWW LGV WR VWRFN XS RQ VRPH HVVHQWLDOV IRU WKH
HYHQLQJ L H EHHU DQG IRRG IRU WKH @4 UHFRPPHQG WKH FKRFRODWH

DQG LFH FUHDP VKRS LQ WKH WRZQ $QG DOVR WKH EXWFKHU WKH\ GR WKH EHVW
PHDW , KDYH KDG DQ\ZKHUH $ TXLFN ORRN URXQG WRZQ DV, DP WROG WKLV LV D
FXVWRPDU\ WDVN FRPSOHWHG QRW RQO\ E\ LQLWLDWHYV EXW DOVR WKH YHWHUDQV

%DFN DW WKH FDPSVLWH PXFK MRYLDOLW\ ZDV KDG GLVFXVVLQJ WKH GD\V HYHQWV
DQG WKH IDFW WKDW 6XQGD\ QLIKW ZRXOG FRQVLVW RI DQ RXWLQJ WR WKH SLQN
PRWHO ZH SDVVHG RQ WKH ZD\ IRU D VDXQD VWHDP URRP JDBEX)G VZLP

) ROORZHG E\ DRLQHVH LQ WKH UHVWDXUDQW 'RQYW SDQLF PLQG DOWKRXJK WKH
RZQHUV KDYH FKRVHQ WR SDLQW WKH EXLOGLQJ D VXJIJHVWLYH SLQN FRORXU WKH\
GRQYW FKDUJH E\ WKH KRXUV DQG LV LQ IDFW D FODVV\ HYWDEOLVKPHQW

7KH RWKHU KRW WRSLF LV WKH %LWFKHV SDGGOH 'XH WR P\ DELOLW\ WR PDNH
IULHQGV ZLWK WKH ILVK LW ZDV PXWXDOO\ DJUHHG WKDW WKLV ZRXOG QRW EH WKH EH
WULS IRU PH 6R , VWD\HG EDFN DW WKH FDPSVLWH ZLWK WKRVH SHRSOH ZKR DUH
VWLOO ZDLWLQJ IRU WKH IURQWDO ORERWRP\ $Q\ZD\ LW VHHPHG D ELW PRUH IXQ WR
ZDWFK WKH SURIHVVLRQDOV VZLP LH +XJK 7KH H[FXVH ILHOGHG ZDV

VRPHWKLQJ WR GR ZLWK QRW ILWWLQJ D VSUD\ GHFN SURSHUO\

$Q\ZD\ , WKLQN LW LV DERXW WLPH , VWRS ZDIIOLQJ DQG ILQLVK RIl RWKHUZLVH ,

ZLOO RFFXS\ WKH HQWLUH QHZVOHWWHU VLQJOH KDQGHG 7KH SRLQW LV WKDW , KDG L
VXSHUE WLPH DQG ZRXOG KLIJKO\ UHFRPPHQG D VXUl WULS RU DQ\ RWKHU IRU WKDW
PDWWHU W1V QRW DOO DERXW SDGGOLQJ WKHUH LV D KXJH VRFLDO VLGH WR LW DOO

* DUHWHKHPRT SREDUWV



the bdcc Lonely Hearts column......

1DPH 5RE WKH SODQH GULYHU

2 FEXSDWLREDRULILHG EXV GULYHU 2QO\HQGV XS ZRUNLQJ DERXW  GD\V D
\HDU 1LFH MRE LI'\RX GRQYW PLQG JHWWLQJ XFDYRPH GD\V DQG EHLQJ
VXUURXQGHG E\ DLU KRVWHVVHV  %XW KH GRHVQIW VHHP WR EH DEOH WR JHW
IUHHELH WULSV IRU KLV PDWHV VR ZHTUH QRW WKDW LPSUHVVHG UHDOO\«

/LYHV 8 QGHU WKH IOLIJIKW SDWK 6WDQVWHG ORXQWILWFKHW 1LFH TXDLQW OLWWOH
FRWWDJH 2U LW ZLOO EH QLFH VHH KREE\

$JH $ERXW  6FDULO\ PDWXUH UHDOO\ 6HH KREELHV LQ
SDUWLFXODU

+REELHV
+DVVOLQJ SHRSOH IRU PRQH\ LQ KLV UROH DV FDQRH FOXE WUHDVXUHU
'< $QG \HW PRUH ',< 7KHUH LV JUDGXDO SURJUHVV

6SHHG GDWLQJ *HWV ORWV RIWLFNV GXH WR EHLQJ D SODQH GULYHU QR
GRXEW EXW QRW WRR PDQ\ PDWFKHV +HQFH WKLV FROXPQ«

&ODVVLFDO 0XVLF GD\V VRPHWKLQJ SUHWW\ ZHOO DOOHJHGO\ :DV D
PXVLF WHDFKHU EXW SODQH GULYLQJ SD\V EHWWHU 1RW VR JRRG RQ SRS
PXVLF KDGQYW KHDUG3RDN

%DNLQJ FDNHV ,| VFURXQJLQJ D OLIW WR 6WDQVWHG HDUO\ HYHQLQJ WXUQ XS
DQ KRXU HDUO\ WR VFURXQJH FDNH DV ZHOO



&DQRHLQJ VZLPPLQJ QRW LQ WKDW RUGHU

*URZLQJ WRPDWRHVGDQJHURXV KREE\ ZH DOO NQRZ ZKDW KDSSHQHG
WR OLNH ZKHQ KH ERXJKW D JUHHQKRXWRZHYHU WKLV KREE\
UHYHDOV WKH VXVSLFLRXV VLGH RI 5RE{V SHUVRQDOLW\ ZKHQ PRYLQJ KLV

WRPDWRHV RXWVLGH KH RQO\ PRYHG KDOI DW D WLPH LQ FDVH WKH\ GLHG RQ
KLP :KLFK WKH\ GLG

$FWLQJ DV SHUVRQDO VHFUHJHEIQMUDO GRIJVERG\ DSSHQGDJH WR
3HWH +HOHQ

3RVLQJ VHH SKRWR

SOD\LQJ p%RS LWY LI\RX GRQTW NQRZ ZKDW WKLV LV \RX VKRXOGQIW KDYH
PLVVHG )HH DQG %ULTV KRXVHZDUPLQJ )HH LV EHWWHU DW LW WKDQ 5RE

WKRXJK VR H[SHFW 5RE WR EH SXWWLQJ LQ ORWV Rl SUDFWLVH +H GRHVQIW
OLNH EHLQJ EHDWHQ

J\RX ZRXOG OLNH WR PHHW WKLV %XV GULYHU ERRN\RXU S IQLIJKV@
WD[HV WR DQ DLUSRUW  PLOHV IURP DQ\ PDMRU FLW\ ZLWK EXV D GD\ ZKLFK
ZLOO KDYH OHIW E\ WKH WLPH \RX JHW \RXU OXJJDJH EDFN DW
Z7Z U\DQDLU FR XN

$OWHUQDWLYHO\ WXUQ XS DW WKH SRRO RQ D 6XQGD\ QLIKW

2U FRQWDFW +HOHQ ZKR NQRZV H[DFWO\ ZKHUH KH OLYHV



FRENCH ALPS Summer 2004

Tuesday 28 May — Monday 3% May




People and Equipment

Car 1- VW Passat Estate Car 2 — Land Rover Discovery
Name Kayak Paddles Name Kayak Paddles
Martin Home | Riot Grind | Lightning | lan Pyranha Sub 6 Werner
(leftie.
Awkward
sod)
Andy Barras | Perception | Double Matt Pyranha Sub 6 Werner
Ultra Clean | Dutch
Chris LiquidLogic Session Robson
Tom BlissStick ??7?
Claire No boat
Rivers
River Class| Distance Gradient  Start Finish
Lower Guil | 3- 4.5 miles 10in Egliers bridge St Clement
1000
Briancon 4 0.8 mile 25in Fontenil Briancon
Gorge 1000
Middle 4 2.5 miles 251in Nevache Plampinet
Claree 1000
Upper 3(4) | 7 miles 15in Le Casset Chantemerle
Guisane 1000
Lower 4 4 miles 25in Chantemerle Briancon
Guisane 1000
Onde 3+ 2 miles 27in Les Gresourieres Vallouise
1000
Slalom Site | 3 L’Argentiere de
La Bessee
Description Costinf | COSTS
Ferry 110.00
Vehicle recovery 34.00
Extra Driver on Insurance 6.00
Fuel (1,720 miles) 135.00
Motorway TOLLS 75.00
Camping (5 nights) 20.00
Food (1 meal out) 120.00
Wine/Gifts 10.00
TOTAL (for 2 persons) 510.00




Preamble

| always said | would never go out to the French Alpsiay as the water is too high
and the rivers become too pushy. So here | was leavingposeh.30 a.m. in the
morning on Tuesday #5Vlay to go to Briancon, the highest and sunniest tovthan
Alps, and the centre of all things good regarding canoeing.

My momentary madness came about because a planneal ttig Verdon in June had
been cancelled. | was resigned to not going canoeingdhrswhen | found out that
lan, a new member to the club, had already sorted with some friends of his. |
asked if there was room and the answer was yes, alltohdo was book a ferry.

And that was how | came to be visiting the Alps farieam the season than | had
ever intended, with far less preparation than normdltee minimum of time for
organisation. Given those parameters the trip turnetbcag a surprisingly good one,
with little going wrong. For the first time in ages &svnot doing the organising and it
was so refreshing and relaxing to let somebody else teksridin, even to the point
of simply following the other vehicle across Europe beeahey had SatNav
installed. Now read on ......

Itinerary

Tue 258"
Leave Letchworth 4.30 a.m. drive to Dover
lan thinks | have booked Andy in my car and | think lar sk Andy booked
into his vehicle. In the end it doesn’t matter as greyfcompany don’t seem
to care.
Catch ferry leaving at 8.15 a.m.
Arrive France 10.15 a.m. (11.15 a.m. local time)
Drive for 11 hours (630 miles) from Dunkirk to Briancimrthe French Alps at
about 10.30 in the evening. The campsite we planned to steasatlosed so
we drove to L’Argentiere de La Bessee to the campsitbdoglalom course
(river is natural but the rocks have been added).

Wed 26"
Paddled at the slalom site next to the campsite. Tke is the Durance. The
slalom gates are permanently erected and the course ifuse.
Had lunch — French bread cheese salad etc.
Paddled the Lower Guil (class 3) into the Durance foupldyvave near the
end of the run.

Thu 27"
Paddled the Briancon Gorge got in below the barrage.Wés a high speed
whiz down the river where you could see the slope and fextreddies in
which to stop, pause and catch your breath. As a conseqinengmup often
bunched up. During one of these occasions | got too cldSkrt® who was
quite close to Matt. Matt eddied out river left acrdssfront of a big boulder,
Chris a little slower just missed the boulder, | madatgehit the boulder
leaning onto it taking the full force on my right hand &sant onto the rock
realising | wasn’'t going to avoid it.
The river was moving at a breathtaking speed and after 1@esior so we
arrived at the crux move. The river performed a “S” cugagng first left then



right. The current took you towards the vertical roaefaver right which
was severely undercut. The wrong move could resultimgh@nned upside
down under the undercut. Last year, apparently, somebkalyék was
pinned there for some time before it was removed usirgpksers and ropes.
Everybody managed the manoeuvre quite easily albaibusly as the
conseqguences of getting it wrong were quite serious. Anatherinutes
paddling and we were at the egress point by the raftingecpst outside
Briancon. This was a first for me (again breaking on@ygolden rules-
“never do a gorge bacuase you don’'t have the option #dwaaid | got a real
sense of achievement at meeting the challenge.

Lunch then ensued with bread (corn thins for me astgliac), cheese,
nutella chocolate spread, apples - anything really to refii@cenergy
depleted by the run.

Then it was onto the Claree. For this we had to dhweugh Briancon to the
north side.

Andy and | had paddled the Claree before, although neweicm high, early
season water.

We all inspected the river, in particular the classpddrat the start. There was
lots of discussion about using the cushion wave rivéit tig push you around
the rock and onto the right line. | wasn’t convinced thatas a cushion wave
and the prospect of leaning onto something which didn’t sugpardidn’t

fill me with confidence. Any way we got onto the rivard | went last so
there were plenty of chase boaters to pick up my bits.

As it turned out that rapid was easy, it was the rietdteoriver | had
underestimated. 400 metres later | was gasping for breadthaain’'t managed
to seean eddy let alone use one.

If you can imagine running 400 metres flat out on a running tretktwisted
and turned and then when you hit the finish line found yautb@arry on that
was how | felt. Eventually | managed to eddy out and saetbucking in air
for all | was worth. The river continued in much tlaene fashion for the next
2 miles or so. It was unrelenting in speed and the neechteiotrate to dodge
the rocks. At one point | found myself in the processizagsand had to
decide whether to support or go for a quick roll. | readahat if | sculled for
support | would be whizzing down the river with my ribs exgoseking for
the next rock to do damage, whereas if | rolled my hedyld act as an
anchor slow me down and after rolling | would be upright @would be better
able to negotiate the rapids. | rolled and everything, icepwent to plan. At
the egress everybody was buzzing saying what a greatwas.itl felt pleased
with my performance. Luckily | had underestimated therriased upon
previously paddling it in low water, and had paddled a rivéneedge of my
ability. Had 1 known how difficult the run was going te for me | probably
would not have got on.

Fri 28"
Upper Guisane — long paddle easy class 3 with one clag&d4 There was a
classic misunderstanding here following a group briefing ahowtwe were
to run the rapid. Matt saidWe will run the next rapid as a group and will
meet up in the large eddy at the bottonhthought this was strange as there
were plenty of eddies to catch on the way down buag a guest and he was



leading so | concurred with his request. What he actuailtlyvgas “We will

run the next rapid as a group, catching as many eddies as we can, and will
meet up in the large eddy at the bottom *“

| ran the rapid following the instructions misheard frivhaitt. He thought |

was out of control and unable to get the eddies afmivfet! me down. Andy

in the middle was torn between following Matt and metopping in an eddy
to maintain line of sight with Tom and Chris who wetr¢ha back. At one
stage Chris was on the rapid effectively on his ownwie not a happy bunny
when we stopped for a breather. But eventually allmade clear regarding
my misunderstanding.

| opted NOT to paddle the Lower Guisane — which was thé digtision
given my fatigue and standard of paddling so far — but tHigtdinean |
didn’t regret not paddling it (I hate to miss out on anjivebut“Cest la vie”.
ghlnstead, Claire and | walked up a path alongside the ovitke some photos.
Sat 2

paddled most of the gorge with his eyes shut!!

Lunch then the Onde. Tom didn’t paddle as he still fatipdinful to open his
eyes even after washing them with sterile solution @avihg a shower back
at the campsite. We arrived at an empty car park b@tiue, then suddenly
5,000 paddlers descended upon us(slight exaggeration). It waed¢kend of
the Briancon River Festival. On the river it was tray. Wall to wall plastic.
One idiot boofed a boulder behind which | had eddied out aadyrlanded
on my head. | paddled nervously and survived. When we finisieeothers
went back for a second run.

A few years ago this was a 2 hour run with bank support. iNeva 15
minute blast down the river.

Sun 30"
Plans of paddling the Ubaye evaporated as we got up latdeaitted that
there was too much water on the river and a 2 ¥ hour thére and back was
not a good plan prior to an 11 hour drive the next day. Seadswve paddled
the Slalom site next to the campsite — after 2 rumenddhad had enough but
Andy stayed on to get some playboat coaching from Chris

After lunch we paddled the Onde. | paddled brilliantly, abaritly and well.
A complete transformation from the previous occastmgood was the run |
refused a second as | wanted to finish the holiday lighanote.

Mon 31st

Drove home. Left campsite at 9.00 a.m. arrived at Dirdti9.00 p.m. ferry
left at 9.30 p.m. Arrived in Dover 10.30 (local time) goti@about 1.00 a.m.
Tuesday morning.

Conclusion

| thoroughly enjoyed my week in the Alps. | particularly enjoyed the
company of new found friends.(l hope they remain so after tkiarticle).



| would probably not repeat going outearly in the seasonThe decision to
go early depends on what you want from your paddling expexri¢inou
want to paddle pushy rivers, with few eddies, and wherevées are all a %2
a grade higher then go. But it's not for me. | am, haxeglad of the
experience.

Early in May the weather is still unsettled whergamg later in the year you
are more likely to get guaranteed sunshine all the time.

Rather than camping (at £20.00 per person per week) | wéaldolitry
renting an apartment at £45.00 per person per week.

| enjoyed paddling with a different group of paddlers withfferent approach
to river running. | was also pleasantly surprised to find a gnoang cautious
and sensible than me. Initially, when lan said theynadly run 2 or 3 rivers a
day, | thought that they would be a group of head bangimgbbating macho
nutters. But they weren’t (apart from Matt and thatity@ff the water)

Lesson Learnt
- Some new group signals (OK; you come to this eddy).

Edge boat onto gravel in shallow eddies to stop slidingviads.
Plan route through a rapid from the bottom up (less &imes).
Narrow gap between two rocks - edge boat over rock with water flowing
over it.
How to turn around a poor paddling performance - My dramati@ataund in
paddling the Onde was achieved by me deciding to use all thgyemasted
in worrying about whether | could cope and divert it intaaantrating and
focussing on paddling the river. As a consequence | becaalenar and
more relaxed individual and paddled much, much better.
No matter how many good anecdotes and brilliant stydeshave, Matt will
have one bigger, better and much more interesting. Béleuand listen it
will be much more illuminating. | was halfway throughhsof my stories
and | became disinterested myself knowing Matt, the @adbtker bus of
storytelling (there’s another one just behind), would reweuch better one.

Saying/Happenings of the week
Approaching Doverand surveying the Hovercraft departure termirsaid —
“You know Hoverspeed Andy - | really thought it would take off”

lan was dishing out the evening meal of Pasta Bologaadevas being
irritated by Claire who thought it was amusing to tidkie ear with some
grass. lan said “Don’t do that or I'll zap you witletspatula”. The tickling
and warning were repeated 3 times. Suddenly there was a degptmvack.
Claire’s forehead now resembled a Pizza and lan calaritinued serving up
the food. There was a stunned silence as the rest asdembled personnel
struggled to believe the incident they had just withesse@itdian. But he
was now on a 6 month sex ban.

The Men’s toilets at campsite were closed. | was notettat the Ladies was
open and to be shared by all. | awoke early on thenfisshing desperate to
lighten my load. The only place out of sight was ddyrthe riverbank. So
early in the morning | found myself in a very undignified giosicrouching



over some rocks. | realise, when | had finished thatiadth hazard would
be there ALL summer because the river was at its bigaeel and was only
going drop. There would be no washing away of the evidence.

Returning from my shower | espied a gaudily decoarated agnoitv my
camping chair. | asked if anybody knew whose it was bhbdy did. | said

“it must be Claire’s” only to discover that it was falack bumbag that had
been gaily decorated with gold stick-on stars that €laad purchased earlier.
| am now the proud owner of a black bumbag with the EUbsyiin gold

stars on the back and Mart emblazoned on the front.

Finishing the Upper Guisane run we were looking for somewtodtach.
The cars were parked by a shed in the carpark. The shadheaked and
looking inside we discovered a deck chair and some plastics, which we
put to good use. Result!

Sunday 38 when we paddled at the slolom site by the campsiteiltagers
had a Fete. Amongst the things it was possible to puzchaee:-

0 A horseshoe

0 A stuffed goat

o0 A timber frame for a dormer window
Driving though a village on the way to the Onde and doingxhitegating
5mph lan was chastised by an old French woman for dangeiriving and
she gesticulated that he should slow down. lan gesticulzck in English.

Martin Home
(author, worrier and bon viveur)

[who will photograph anything, even if it isn’t tha t interesting....]



The Good Pub Guide Part 2.

Hexham - The Heart of all England

Warning: This is a tale of drunkenness and debauchery and dentr@d at home.

What follows is a historical report, based on drunkenljdvimemories of about 10 years ago.
For legal reasons I'll claim that | may have got pegphames and events muddled up. Sadly,
perhaps, | can remember the layout of the pub. As you erbeis/had an olde world feel to it
with panelled walls. The bar is offset to your rightys®g the needs of a large saloon room.
A narrow passage way leads on to a back room, and fundlokrare the toilets.

You may recognise this as a standard layout, but eaclbdnga back memories. The event
was a Mike Jones rally (the late Mike Jones was a pionegaitidler who had pushed the
boundaries of modern paddling. He drowned in tragic circurostawhile in Nepal). There
were probably over 500 people who had congregated in Hexhaisihionour. Lots of
university and poly canoe clubs were there. The drinking classitiht was young and
naive....

The pub started filling up at 6pm, but we'd got there eartd&e our place. Dave Shemmans
took up prime position in the back room. It may have beenhaigsma that caused all these
girls to brush past him, or it could be he was blocking dngerto the ladies. | don't know
when it happened but we came across a student wearinglaceedt was worthy of

comment, a nice bright green pear, carved in wood andrsilegpen a leather loop. Her
boyfriend had bought it for her. That's nice. “If | wasLy boyfriend”, Dave added, “I'd have
given you a pearl necklace”. | just couldn’t believe how quickotineliner had been

delivered. I'm still in awe. The unfortunate girl wasally oblivious. We moved on.

The pub was struggling to cope with the numbers. The leshdtmildn't get enough staff so
paid some of his local punters to serve and collect gla®seslocal punter, a woman in her
sixties joined in with dancing on the table. A vision. Singiage through from the front
room. The landlord passed the greatest compliment of gine. il his beats New Year”. It
was that kind of a night.

Mark Sheldrick turned up late, necked a couple, and theabset catching up with a bottle
of Vodka that he smuggled in. He caught up, and overtook. Heaya® ill. Bri, who was
sharing a two-man tent with Mark and Windy, woke thinkinglheét himself. He hadn't.
Mark was sick more than once that night and didn’t yeatherge from the tent until the
following afternoon.

The Mike Jones Rally was wound-up a year later. The orgarmsebably decided it was
time to move on, but the people of Hexham realised whaireey-spinner it was for the area,
and so The Tyne Tour was born. This event takes place Besgmber, with a guaranteed
release down the North Tyne, and although not as raucdts predecessor, it still attracts
hundreds.

Tyne Tour: 8/6™ November 2004. (suitable for beginners. No previous drinking experienc
necessary). Put it in your diary.

Andy B



